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Award-winming Tamil writers Murugadian (Singapore) and P Chandrakantham
(Malaysia) with Tamil University Vice-Chancellor M Rajendran and Minister of State

S S Palanimanickam

Express News Service
Thanjavur, June 8

THE Tamil diaspora have always striv-
en to keep Tamil culture afloat on the
foreign soil. Tamil writers living in
South East Asian countries, such as
Singapore and Malaysia in particular,
are in the forefront of giving eternity
to the language through their works.

Two South East Asian Tamil writ-
ers, Murugadian (Singapore) and P
Chandrakantham (Malaysia), have
been conferred the Karikalan Award,
instituted by the K Sarangapani
Trust.

Murugadian got the award for his
book ‘Sangamam’. P Chandrakantham
bagged the award for his book ‘Two
hundred years of Malaysian Indians’
(Irunooru Aandukal Malaysia
Tamilarkal).

Conferring the awards, Tamil
University Vice-Chancellor M Rajen-
dran said, the first wave of migration
of Tamils from the motherland before
18th century spread religious and
mercantile interests.

The second wave, In the
post-18th and 19th centuries, broke
largely due to poverty and employ-
ment.

The commitment of over eight crore
displaced Tamils, living across 56
countries, for safeguarding their
original culture is praise-worthy, he
added.

Minister of State S S Palaniman-
ickam said he was impressed with the
Tamils striving abroad to keep their
cultural identity intact.

The Karikalan Award was instituted
in 2008 and it carries a purse of Rs
25,000 and a citation.










