Tamil Varsity
to digitise
palm leaf
manuscripts -

t .l
Express News Service :
Thanjavur, June 2 : :

A Rs 20-lakh had been sanctioned to
Tamil University, Thanjavur, to collect
the palm leaf manuscripts from private
sources and e-document them fof

preservation. b
A tuck force will be involved in collect

iz and digitising the ancient manuscripts.

According to national archives sources,

UVl

_ five lakh palm leaf manuscripts are stil

in private hands, and they have to be re-
irieved and digitised for posterity,” said
Tamil University Vice-Chancellor M Rajen-
dran. ’
Briefing newspersons here, he said iﬁ
this task, private agencies will be roped i
to collect the manuscirpts. In addition tQ
Rs 20 lakh, another Rs 24 lakh had been
earmarked for garnering the manuscripts$
from other southern States. g
He said that the collection of manus
scripts will commence from June 3, thé
birthday of Cheif Minister M Karunami-
dhi also observed as Tamil Development
Day. .
Around 6,000 manuscripts have beg¢n
found to be in private hands in i
Thanjavur district alone. In Coimbatoje
region, over 50,000 palm leaf manuscirpts
are in personal hands. .,
The Vice-Chancellor said that a propos-
al had been sent to the ASI (Calligraphy
Division), Mysore, to digitise and e-docu-
ment the vital calligraphy. An ASI team
had inspected the facilities at the univesit&
to e-document the calligraphy. ‘
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