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MODI FONT /SCRIPT
T. Athithan

Documents play a vital role in preserving a nation’s history, culture and
society. Even Kings who had conquered foreign lands have left behind valuable documents
in those places. Kings of Maratha, who ruled Tanjore had used one such font named ‘Modi’
which can be found in documents. By altering the written font of Marati’s ‘Devanagari’, a
new font called ‘Modi’ came into existence. It would have emerged from the root word
‘Modane’ which originally meant as ‘breaking’ or ‘shattering’. The kings of Maratha had
used the Modi font for letter correspondence, writing diaries and for maintaining accounts
during the middle of 13th century. During the Maratha rule in Tanjore region from 17 to
19th centuries, the Marathas had used the Modi font. In the translated Tamil versions of
Modi documents, many Modi words are found. The word ‘Kamati’ found in the Modi
document, did not have similar meaning as we see in ‘Abithana Chinthamani’. The Tamil
term, referring to a person who builds a mud wall refers to a person who delves the mud in
Modi font. So it may refer to persons working with mud. The Tamil term ’Koti’ stands for
granary in Modi but no such reference can be found in Tamil dictionaries. ‘kottam’ in Tamil
refers to curve or bend in Tamil, a common term used in Nanjil region to refer to removal of
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bends in wheels. In Kanyakumari district a village gains its name from a river ‘Kottaru’
which runs like a bent shape ‘S’. In Tamil the term ‘Kottai’ refers to a strong fort so Koti’ in
Modi may refer to a strong granary bent like ‘s’. Thus such colloquial words used by the
Maratha rulers, might have come into existence in our Tanjore region.
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